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by writer or editor, it is more convenient to
take the proofs on long slips, before division
into pages. The making of new paragraphs
or the suppression of those in type should be
avoided since such changes cause trouble and
expense.
The thankless and monotonous business of
a corrector or reader is more difficult than
the uninitiated would believe. It requires ex-
tensive and varied knowledge, accurate ac-
quaintance with the art of typography, and
above all, a peculiar sharpness of eye, which,
without losing the sense and connection of the
whole, takes in at the same time each separate
word and letter.
PROPOR'TION, in mathematics, an equal-
ity of ratios, written in a variety of forms, as
|. = fa 2 :4=8 :16 or 2 :4: :8 :16, but usually
read 2 is to 4 as 8 is to 16. The first and
last terms of a proportion are called its ex-
tremes; the second and third terms are
called its means. The general law of pro-
portions is: The product of the extremes1
equals the product of the means. In the pro-
portion 2:4::8:16, 16x2=4x8. An extreme
of a proportion may be found by dividing the
product of the means by the other extreme,
as in the proportion X :4 : :8 :16, X=4x8, or 2.
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In arithmetic proportion is sometimes
called the rule of three, because when any
three terms are given the fourth can be
found. By the application of algebraic proc-
esses to a simple proportion, combinations of
the various terms are produced so that new
relations between them are shown. For in-
stance, using the proportion 2. = £ by apply-
0       (t
ing algebraic processes, such proportions as
the following are produced :
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PROSERTINA, or PERSEPHONE, in
classical mythology, the daughter of Jupiter
and Ceres. One day while gathering flowers
in a plain in Sicily, Pluto, the god of the
lower regions, saw her as he drove by in his
chariot drawn by black horses. He sprang
out, seized the maiden and drove away with
her, telling her that he intended to mako her
his queen. In vain she pleaded to be re-
leased; down to his underground home he
carried her. Ceres sought for her daughter,
and when she discovered what fate had be-
fallen her she implored Jupiter to restore her
 to earth. He promised on condition that
Proserpina had eaten nothing in Hades.
When the messenger of Ceres went for Pros-
erpina it was found that she had eaten six
pomegranate seeds, and for each of these
she was obliged to spend one month each year
in Hades, while the other six months were
passed on earth. This very ancient myth is
a poetic allegory of the change of the seasons.
PROTECTION, in economics, a govern-
ment policy of assisting home industry, either
by offering a bounty on the production of a
certain commodity, or by placing such a duty
upon the foreign article as will make it cost
the consumer as much or more than the do-
mestic article of an equal quality. To illus-
trate : let it be supposed that kid gloves can
be made in France so that they can be sold in
the United States at $1.50 a pair, but it costs
$1.60 a pair to manufacture and sell them in
the latter country, at the higher standard of
wages prevailing. Without government aid
an American manufacturer of kid gloves
would have to go out of business, but by
placing such a duty on the importation of
kid gloves as will make them cost the Amer-
ican purchaser $1.60 a pair, the government
enables the American manufacturer to com-
pete with the French manufacturer. Duties
may be simply protective, that is, of such an
. amount that the foreign producer can pay the
duty and still compete in the market on
nearly equal terms; or prohibitory, that is,
to exclude foreign competition altogether.
See free trade; tariff.
PROTECTIVE COLORA'TIOW AND
MIMICRY. Certain plants and animals
exhibit a remarkable resemblance to certain
other plants and animals, or to the natural
objects in the midst of which they live. These
resemblances form one of the best means
of protection in the life of the plant or
animal Fish, for instance, are dark above
and light beneath so they cannot readily be
seen by their enemies from above or below.
Frogs, snakes or other animals that live in
the grass are green. Those animals that live
on the desert are colored like the sand and
rock. Some species of hare and the weasel
have brown coats during the summer and
autumn, and white coats during the -winter,
while the polar bear and snowy owl, which
Swell among ice and snow, are white through-
out the year. These are a few illustrations
of protective coloration, so called, because the
resemblance of the animal or bird to its sur-

